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Grade 8  Reading Informational Texts

	Grade Specific Standard
	Learning Targets

(I can statements)
	Activities/Strategies

(What strategies/activities could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Resources

(What text could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Formative Assessment Suggestions

(What are ways to formatively check for understanding while  teaching this learning target?)

	RI-1


	I can select the best textual evidence to support an analysis of informational text.
I can cite textual evidence to support a conclusion (inference) from text.
	Read an article.  Determine the claim that’s being made and determine evidential support for this claim that is directly stated in the text.

For above, use a code to annotate text...such as c = claim, e= evidence...with highlighters or colors.

“Insert” notetaking - nonfiction text

“Open Book” quiz where students find information explicitly and cite evidence.

Open-note quizzes.  Students may use previously created notes to help them answer the questions with textual evidence.
	Insert Template

Thinking Maps - Compare/Contrast
	Examine and evaluate student annotations.

Turn and talk about questions they still have, etc.  Whole group with things still in question.

	RI-2


	I can determine centeral idea +/or theme.

I can analyze the development of the text to determine a theme.

I can determine how the supporting details of a text help to determine the central idea or theme.

I can compose an objective summary stating the key points of the text without adding my own opinions or feelings.
	Central Idea Match - Each small group given a short non-fiction text.  After reading, students write a central idea on an index card.  Copy index cards, one for each group.  In gallery crawl style with text on the walls, students determine which central idea goes best with a given non-fiction text.

Annotate text - Questioning text

List details for given focus

Development of ideas with increasing complexity
What’s it All About” - Given a short non-fiction text, students “text” the central idea (may use text language as long as it’s not opinion)

Picking out main idea through journaling based on viewed and read material
	Text card 

Cris Tovani

Circle Map

Flow Map 
	Justification of placements

Share at document camera

Small group discussions

Share flow maps with other groups to develop a generalization about the increased complexity of the key points.

	RI-3


	I can explain how the individuals, events, and ideas in a text affect one another.

I can analyze connections and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events through comparisons, analogies, or categories.
	Use of musical/visual selection about which students write determining ways one element of the selection can affect other elements.

Facebook biographies - Read a short biographical piece.  Using a template, students create a “Facebook” page for given individual

After reading an article, students write down important facts that have been presented.  (Circle Map).  Students then take this information and group or categorize them (Tree Map)
	Facebook template

Circle Map/Tree Map

Dump and Clump
	Share categories with whole group.  Research to find additional fact for each category.

	RI-4
	I can interpret a word or phrase’s meaning technically, connotatively and figuratively.

I can analyze why authors choose specific words or phrases to evoke a particular meaning or tone.
	Annotating text with stickie notes and highlighters

Speech analysis

Mapping of “fat” using synonyms to determine ways to denote connotative meanings on the board.  Have students think of words for ‘fat’ or ‘old’ or ‘died’ or ‘ugly’ and write them on board. Ask students to choose words that are positive or negative. Extend the activity by having students choose and categorize words that are more medical, masculine, feminine, formal, informal, sensitive, kind, cruel, etc.  Involves a connection with tone, mood and author’s purpose as well.
	Put stickies on poster or on a separate sheet of paper

Discovery Streaming clips


	Turn and talk

Jigsaw

Share graphic organizer to collect thinking.



	RI-5
	I can analyze the structure of a specific paragraph in a text and determine how this paragraph helps to develop or refine a key concept.

I can analyze and explain how the role of particular sentences help to develop and refine the author’s key concept.
	
	
	

	RI-6
	I can determine an author’s point of view and explain the purpose for writing the text.

I can analyze how an author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	Write a letter to the author or to a person in the text asking questions or expressing their point of view.  


	
	

	RI-7
	I can explain how informational text is presented in different media

I can analyze a particular topic or idea and explore how authors use different media formats

I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of presenting a topic or idea in different media.
	Use current event magazine with short passages.  Have students create a KWL chart in pre-reading mode, then read article, or use Cornell notes during reading to annotate and have a conversation with text.

Have students annotate text with KWL codes in color as they read and then compare the K, W, and Ls they wrote to their original KWL chart.
	Upfront news magazine – New York Times publication for kids.  Teen Newsweek is another good magazine.   Local papers may have a NIE (newspapers in education) program for free.
	

	RI-8
	I can delineate and evaluate an argument using the evidence an author provides and determine if the evidence provided is relevant and sufficient enough to support the claim.
I can recognize evidence irrelevant to the support of a claim.
	Use newspapers from around the world to examine the same news event...example: the new Holt textbook website has a front page newspaper link to papers from around the word online for this.

Have students study bias by studying headlines from newspapers.  Teachers gives students 9 total headlines (may be teacher created) and have students make a tree chart dividing the headlines into the following categories: positive, negative, neutral.

Hand out copies of a newspaper.  Students should circle all articles about a certain group (men, women, kids, a certain race). Have students look for common themes: crimes, victims, appearance, wealth, etc. , and have them categorize them according to the themes in a treemap chart of some type.

	
	

	RI-9
	I can compare and contrast how two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic.

I can analyze how authors interpret and emphasize different evidence when writing about the same topic.

I can determine the credibility of an informational source.
	
	
	

	RI-10
	I can proficiently read and comprehend complex text independently.
I can determine when I am not comprehending and can apply strategies to increase understanding.
	
	
	


