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Grade ​​​​​​​​​​​12 Writing
	Grade Specific Standard
	Learning Targets
(I can statements)
	Activities/Strategies
(What strategies/activities could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Resources
(What text could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Formative Assessment Suggestions
(What are ways to formatively check for understanding while teaching this learning target?)

	W1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W1 (A): Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.


	I can choose a topic to debate using relevant evidence.
I can evaluate the credibility of sources and determine a logical sequence.
I can write my thesis in a mature, skillful style that reflects an academic tone while refuting counterclaims.
	- 10 minute warm up: Initiate prior schema of students about argument and Graduation Project in a Moodle discussion forum (blog) about the following statement with three statements supporting or refuting this statement: “Buncombe County should require the Graduation Project.” This generates opposing stances. Students will respond to the statement and reply to two other peers’ statements.
- Using students’ potential research questions for their Graduation Project, students will interact with media center specialists and perform library research to determine viability of the prospective claim (research thesis statement.)
	- Moodle or online discussion forum
- media center specialists and their mini lesson on using the media center’s resources and specifically recognizing a credible source

- Kelly Gallagher’s Write Like This, p. 108 handout “Evaluating a website”

- media center’s databases, specifically NC WiseOwl, Gale’s Opposing Viewpoints, SIRS, Grolier Online, etc.

- “Preliminary Research” handout for library
	- Reading Moodle, replying to students in Moodle
- collecting “evaluating a website” handout

- plus delta chart on websites

- exit slip – students graduation project research question

- student actual research paper, complete with outline and works cited page as summative assessment

	W1 (B): Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
	I can effectively address the knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases of my intended audience.

	* This lesson is a continuation of the previous day – it fulfills standard A, and then into B.
- Students will determine if the source supports or does not support their claims.

- Students will complete an annotated bibliography of sources.

- Students will eliminate unnecessary sources.

- Students will determine audience for their paper (teachers, community judges.)

- Students can provide their claims on a discussion forum and respond to two other claims (independent practice/homework.)
	- highlighters
- sources found from previous research

- T graphic organizer that student can check yes or no, the sources does or does not support their claims

- argument graphic organizer from Kelly Gallagher’s Write Like This, p. 177

- Moodle or online discussion forum
	- students turn and talk, comparing t-charts
- collect annotated bibliographies

	W1 (C): Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
	I can effectively use transitions to connect claims, reasons, and evidence using more complex sentence variety.
	- Warm-up exercises that precede writing of the paper will include sentence combining exercises which emphasize varied syntax.
- Teacher models an introduction on a possible Graduation Project paper.

- Students assess the strengths and weaknesses of the model.

- Students write their own introductions, including “hooks” and “theses.”

- Students peer edit introductions, with a specific look for hooks, theses (claims), uses of 1st and 2nd person
	- Don Killgallon’s Sentence Combining for High School
- teacher introduction model

- introduction peer editing checklist
	- students exchange of peer editing lists
- group discussion of exercises

	W1 (D): Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.


	I can write increasingly complex texts that adhere to a formal style and objective tone.
	- Students view model argumentative research paper
- With checklist, students mark how model fulfills obligations of the argument

- students outline their argument using MLA standards, mini lesson of main components of an effective outline

- teacher models effective note taking

- teacher groups note cards according to topic of outline

- Students create note cards, labeling them according to the topics of their outline

- Students complete the body of their paper.

- Students use rubric and checklist as they peer edit the body for support of argument.

- Students complete authentic MLA Works Cited list.
	Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab
Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference

Hacker’s research paper models on the Bedford St. Martin website
	- monitoring of each step of peer editing
- completed checklist

- collect and assess outline

- collect and assess note cards

- peers exchange papers and edit according to rubrics

- formal reading of student paper by at least 2 other adults with argument/support chart

- student actual research paper, complete with outline and works cited page as summative assessment

- individual writing conferences of research papers

	W1 (E): Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
	I can formulate a significant and convincing conclusion to my argumentative position.
	
	
	

	W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W2 (A) Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
	I can write increasingly rigorous analyses of complex ideas, concepts, and information in an organized, unified text.
I can skillfully use a variety of multimedia to promote understanding of increasingly complex texts.

	WS 11-12 Item 2a
1. Discuss Anglo-Saxon beliefs on life, death, courage, and fate.

2. Read Beowulf with DEJ that asks students to find evidence of Anglo-Saxon beliefs

3. Create a flow-chart of evidence found

4. Take notes on 5 paragraph essay format

Students will formulate their thesis through activities on PowerPoint:

_____________ (hi john, insert here)???

	WS 11-12 Item 2a
ANT/TIQAC PowerPoint

Beowulf text
Powerpoint by:

student selected texts on topic???

	WS 11-12 Item 2a
Exit Slip - What do you feel confident about when writing a 5 paragraph essay?

What do you feel I need to cover further?



	W2 (B): Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of topic. 
	I can develop a high-level, academic thesis by selecting the most significant facts, quotes, definitions, and examples which are appropriate to my audience. 


	Students will research various sources and create note cards noting location and type of source. i.e. paraphrase, summary and direct quotes. 


	
	Graduation project research resources worksheet 
Individual conferences with students to assess validity of choice 



	W2 (C): Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 
	I can effectively use varied transitions and syntax to connect claims, reasons, and evidence using more complex sentence variety.

	Students will organize their note cards into subtopics, create an outline or poster with the cards and use these cards to write their research paper. 

Create list of transition statements appropriate for my audience.


	Media center resources, internet, etc.; notes created by students.


	Teacher will periodically check format and content of student note cards.

Research paper--graded by Graduation Project rubric.



	W2 (D):  Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.
	I can utilize a wide variety of writing techniques to manage complex topics.

I can incorporate more complex techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to develop an understanding of the topic.

	WS 11-12; 2.d Student will use bridge map to show analogy, simile, and metaphor.

Students will edit paper and highlight weak verbs, adjectives, and nouns.  They will then replace them with more appropriate words based on their audience.  


	WS 11-12; 2.d

Thinking maps available in the classroom.

Highlighters

A research paper in progress

	WS 11-12; 2.d

Check bridge maps/graphic organizer.

Circulate the class checking for powerful word choice. 



	W2 (E): Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.
	I can utilize a wide range of writing techniques to establish objectivity and academic tone while maintaining the norms of my writing environment.

	Student will write a double entry journal in two voices to demonstrate knowledge of differences in tone. One voice will be formal, the other informal.  

Share journals with peers.


	A topic on which to write a double entry journal

	Peer editing of journal



	W2 (F): Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of a topic).
	I can compose a skillful conclusion that unifies, supports, and clarifies the significance of my topic.

	Write a concluding paragraph that highlights main ideas and re-states thesis.
	A writing assignment
	Peer edit writing assignment 



	W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

(A) Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.
	I can utilize multiple, effective, and complex techniques to maintain an engaging, fluid narrative. 
	Students will outline the story for their children’s book, writing the plot of their story, the characters, and describing the narrator’s point of view.
	The Scarlet Letter
Mixbook.com

Various children’s books as examples
	Review outlines as students are writing them and offer any feedback that will be helpful.

by creating a children’s book relating themes from The Scarlet Letter

	W3 (B): Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters
	I can skillfully use various narrative techniques (dialogue, plot lines, flashback, etc.) to develop complex experiences and characters.
	Students will begin working on their mixbooks.  Students will write a story using dialogue between characters, a plot that can relate to The Scarlet Letter in a simpler way, and a sequence of events that shows the way the characters change.

	Laptops

Mixbook

The Scarlet Letter
Various children’s books.
	Review their mixbooks as they are writing and make suggestions.

	W3 (C): Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome.
	I can skillfully sequence events and utilize a variety of techniques to create a particular tone and outcome. 

	Students will get in to groups and sort out a sequence of events in the order they think the events should go.  Then we will discuss as a whole class.

Students will then go back to their book and revise, making sure they have an organized sequence of events that relates to The Scarlet Letter and creates a similar end result.

	The Scarlet Letter

mixbook
	Teacher walks around the room checking the group puzzles for accuracy.

Class discussion

	W3 (D): Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
	I can use detailed phrases and sensory language to give the reader a clear picture of the events taking place within the narrative.
	Students will listen as teacher reads the 1st chapter of The Scarlet Letter and draw what they picture.  Students should note the sensory language Hawthorne uses.

Students will then go back to their children’s books and make necessary revisions using sensory language.

Students will get in to partners and read their books to their partners.  As they are reading, the partner should draw what they see from a specific part of the book by listening to the sensory language used.

	Students’ children’s books

The Scarlet Letter
	Drawings

Observations and suggestions from teacher.

	W3 (E): Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative 
	I can write an insightful resolution that skillfully reflects on the significance of the narrative.
	Students will create a double entry response log with the problems from their book on one side and the resolutions on the other side.  They can use this to help them write their conclusion.

Students will write the conclusion of their books, reflecting on the story and coming up with a solution for whatever problem arose in the book.
	Students’ children’s books
	Teachers check DERLs??? to see where the students are headed and observe and facilitate the writing of their conclusion.

	W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 


	I can produce writing that is clear and understandable to the reader.

I can produce clear, coherent writing that makes appropriate and purposeful selections in style, organization, and specific development.
	Students will use appropriate diction and varied sentence structure to produce an appealing, coherent piece of writing. 

Students will pre-write to organize thesis concepts and supportive evidence in a logical sequence. 
	Active v. passive verbs Activity

Punctuation rules and practice sheets

Vocabulary workbook

Bubble map

Outline 
	Rough draft

Final draft

“This I Believe”

Letter of Proposal

Argumentative Essay

Boast???
My Personal Sonnet???

	W5:  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 


	I can apply multiple strategies at all steps of the writing process to produce a strong product.
	Students will create a bubble map in which they include their thesis topics and evidence from research that supports each topic.

Student will transfer the bubble map to the linear outline format, using the sample outline provided as a model.

Revise edited rough draft.
	Bubble Map

Sample Outline

Rough Draft 
	Bubble map

Sample outline

Rough draft

	W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
	I can use technology to create, refine, and collaborate on writing.

I can use technology to produce and publish individual or group writing. 
	Students will use both spell and grammar check on Word.

Students will use Word format and insertions to produce a paper in MLA format.

Student participation in online discussions, such as blogs, discussion forums, and wiki articles.
	Lap top lab

Sample research paper with commented instructions
	One-on-one conferences

	W7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 


	I can generate a focused question to research.

I can research short, focused projects and longer, more in depth projects.  

I can use tools, both print and digital, to research a topic.
	Students will use the media center’s computerized card catalog to locate and access reference materials and other secondary print sources which support a thesis.

Students will use NC WiseOwl to locate and access newspaper and magazine databases that support a thesis.

Students will use the Internet (excluding Wikipedia) to locate and access credible online sources that support a thesis. 
	Media coordinator’s presentation on source credibility and location and access or secondary sources. 


	Works Cited

Notes

	W8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 


	I can find information from reliable and authoritative sources when researching.

I can synthesize multiple sources on a subject.  

I can avoid plagiarism.

I can use a proper and uniform MLA format.


	Student will analyze and critique two sample papers—one for format and conventions; one for content and synthesis—in small groups.

Students paraphrase and summarize information from primary and secondary sources.

Students will identify information from primary and secondary sources which are best stated directly. 

Students will practice citation both in-text and with Works Cited.
	Sample research papers with commented instructions.

Teacher modeled writing.

NC WiseOwl’s Citation Maker
	Letter of Proposal (plagiarism paragraph—4). 

Works Cited

In-text Citation

Sample papers’ critiques.

Introductory paragraph including hook, transition, and thesis.

First supporting paragraph including topic sentence(s), transition, supporting evidence and elaboration.

	W9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

(A) Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”.)
	I can use two or more literary texts regarding the same topic(s) to synthesize information which supports my thesis.
	Students will annotate and take notes in the form of both direct quotes and paraphrases from multiple sources. 

Students will use multiple sources to acquire sufficient information in support of a comprehensive thesis.
	Media center

Lap top lab

Graduation Project Mentor

Note-taking format
	One-on-one conferences

Interview verification

Notes

	W9 (B): Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses].”).
	I can use two or more literary non-fiction texts regarding the same topic(s) to synthesize information which supports my thesis.

I can use informational texts from both American and global documents to support analysis, reflection, and research.
I can evaluate the reasoning in significant U.S. texts.
	
	
	

	W10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
	I can produce a high-quality first draft in a timed writing setting.
I can write, revise, and polish a piece of writing over an extended period of time.
	Students will be able to express their opinions and beliefs using specific examples to support their assertions. 
	Sample essays

Sample letters of proposal with instructions

Reflection prompts

GP Self-Evaluation
	“This I Believe” Essay

Letter of Proposal

Rough and final drafts

Reflections

Self-Assessment


