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Buncombe County Schools

Learning Targets for ELA Common Core Standards
2012-2013
Grade 7 Language

	Grade Specific Standard
	Learning Targets

(I can statements)
	Activities/Strategies

(What strategies/activities could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Resources

(What text could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Formative Assessment Suggestions
(What are ways to formatively check for understanding while teaching this learning target?)

	1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.


	*I can demonstrate proper use of grammar and usage when writing and speaking.

*I can explain the function of phrases and clauses and their function in specific sentences.

*I can choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.

*I can place phrases and clauses within a sentence.

*I can recognize and correct misplaced and dangling modifiers.

	- Students will begin by hanging sentence strips on the right category.
- Students create their own sentences.
- Model 4 Level Analysis
- Writing conferences
- Think/Pair/Share conferencing

- Add an adjective/adverb activity
	- Sentence strips

- Examples from current readings

- Four level analysis from The Magic Lens by David C. Thompson

- Selections with rich sentence structure as models
	- Were students able to identify in which category the examples belonged?

- Did their examples follow the rules?

- 4 Level Analysis problems

- Writing assignments requiring multiple sentences structures

	2.  Demonstrate commands of conventions of standard English.

	*I can use capitalization correctly.

*I can use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives.

*I can spell correctly to communicate effectively.
	- Students will use Daily Oral Language to identify missing punctuation and capital letters.
- Peer Editing

- Writing conferences


	- Daily Oral Language section in class notebook

- Magic Lens by Michael Thompson
	- Student will provide examples of proper punctuation and capitalization as an “exit ticket.”

	3.  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing and speaking.
	*I can choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely.

*I can recognize and eliminate wordiness and redundancy.


	- When students are asked to do oral reports, they will be challenged to minimize “crutch” words.
- Teacher models appropriate use of writing and speaking conventions.

- Short daily practice sessions
	- Video of someone speaking with too many crutch words

- Storytelling videos

- Arrange room to support speaking and presentations.


	- Self-monitor number of “crutch” words in presentation

- Use rubrics for writing and speaking presentations

	4. Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown words and phrases.

	*I can use context as a clue to determine the meaning of a word.

*I can use grade appropriate Greek or Latin roots to determine the meaning of a word.

*I can consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or part of speech.
	- Wordbuild- Root Square, Magic Square, Stair Step

- Next, other partner rewrites headlines using antonyms.
- Vocabulary building with The Word Within the Word system for high level learners

- Consider overall tone of sentences during text walk; identify appositives within sentences.
	- Wordbuild Text

Chart paper for student to make large headlines
- Smart Board 
- Notebook templates
- The Word Within the Word by Michael C Thompson

- Complex texts
	- Completion of challenges

- discussion

- root ball

- word building with roots, prefixes, and suffixes

- reading conferencing with students

	5a. Interpret figures of speech in context.


	*I can interpret figures of speech in context (e.g. literary, biblical and mythical allusions).

*I can use a synonym/antonym, analogy relationship to better understand each word.

*I can distinguish between the connotations of words with similar denotations.


	- Students share headlines with the class

- Use song lyrics from current popular music to apply definitions of metaphor and simile.


	- Computer and You Tube access


	- Students write their own metaphors and similes.

- Students can identify metaphors and similes within selected lyrics.

- Students write their own chorus to a song that includes simile and metaphor.



	6.  Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	*I can acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases.

*I can gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	- Read around review with Word Wall words
- Notebook entries for students to build new personal vocabulary
- Word Wall lists
	- Read around review game template

- Sentence strips for vocabulary words on Word Wall


	- Rubric for inclusion of vocabulary into personal writing

- Completion of read around review

- Conferencing on personal vocabulary lists

- Focused listing


