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Buncombe County Schools

Learning Targets for ELA Common Core Standards

2012-2013

Grade 7 Writing

	Grade Specific Standard
	Learning Targets
(I can statements)
	Activities/Strategies
(What strategies/activities could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Resources
(What text could we use to teach this learning target?)
	Formative Assessment Suggestions
(What are ways to formatively check for understanding while  teaching this learning target?)

	W-1a

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.  
a-Introduce claims, acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize th reasons and evidence logically.


	*I can introduce claims and organize my reasons and evidence logically.

*I can acknowledge alternate or opposing claims logically.

*I can use a variety of persuasive writing techniques to develop a logical and accurate argument.

*I can use vocabulary to inform or persuade using evidence to create cohesive arguments.

	*Pro and Con activities

- Weighing Out an Argument Activity

- Newspaper dissection

- Sell yourself

- PSAs

- Find Critical Language Activity

- Identify social issues

- Model and chunk (Effective and Ineffective Argument Activity)

- Take home reading questions where students make a claim and support with evidence from reading.
	- News articles

- debate topics

- current event

- Product Advertisements Analysis

- from “A Long Walk to Freedom” from anthology page 232

- Write for the Future/Clump and Dump


	- Parking Lot for further inquiry

- Book talks with supporting evidence

	W-1b

Support claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.


	*I can support claims with logical reasoning and evidence.

*I can determine the credibility of  sources.

*I can incorporate credible sources into my argument.

*I can gather information from many sources to support my claim.

*I can support my argument with textual evidence found in credible source.
	- Tree Map

- Media lesson on credible sources

- Online resources

- Sell an object

- Mini lessons about .

HYPERLINK ""org and .

HYPERLINK ""edu vs .

HYPERLINK ""com
- Compare/contrast with two different articles and determine ways to anlyze information
	- Write for the Future
- Media specialist

- Advertisement
	- Teacher observation throughout writing process

- Rubric

	W-1c

Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence.


	*I can effectively use appropriate words, phrases, and clauses to note connections between claims, reasons, and evidence to clarify my argument.
	Choose a transition
	Empowering Writers
	

	W-1d

Establish and maintain a formal style.

	*I can present my argument in a formal style.


	- Model/Chunk

- Text Message Translation from text to Mom and Dad “speak”

- RAFT

- Different formats - letters vs. journals
	- Write for the Future

- Empowering Writers

- Websites with RAFT examples
	- Peer Evaluations

	W-1e

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from an supports the argument presented.


	*I can provide a concluding statement supporting my argument.
	*Use of techniques for conclusion:

 - Now or never statement

 - Vivid language

 - Highlight most important 

          argument

 - Use of definitive word or 

           phrase

 - Call to action
	Empowering Writers

Write for the Future
	

	(for W-1 in general)
	
	- Incorporate both partner/small group work and whole class discussions into planning and revising stages
- Brainstorm the PAC (purpose, audience, context)

- Brainstorm reasons to support claim using Circle Map

- T chart strong/weak reasons and choose strongest ones

- Use Flee Map to plan elaboration and help with flow

- Incorporate yes, but statement into argument when relevant.  Use word “Counter-argument”
CRAFT: Context, roles, audience, format, topic to plan

TAPP: Topic, audience, purpose, plan to plan paper

DHMO. Org, other websites to test accuracy for sources

Use newspapers to identify argumentative language


	- any short persuasive/biased text

- “Eternal Frontier”
- textbook
- Holt McDougal CCSS Literature book Writing Workshop (Persuasive Essay p. 988 and 952)

- Sirs Discoverer database of articles

- Izzit.org

- Junior Scholastic “Yes or No”

- Political Cartoons

- Newspaper Opinion Section


	- Exit tickets

- Thinking Maps

- on-the-spot conferences while students are working

- student work samples

- Journal writings

- Addressing “I can…” statements in journals

- Quick writes

- Hook matching activity

- Evidence sorting

- Classroom “arguments:” practical application like explaining where you want to sit that day, etc.  

	W-2a

Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
A-Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow, organize ideas, concepts and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrat, and cause/effect, include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.


	*I can introduce the information so it previews what is to follow.

*I can use text features in my informational writing.
*I can identify common text features and text structures.

*I can determine a structure(s) that will allow me to organize my information effectively.

*I can identify and use writing strategies, such as comparison/contrast and cause/effect, include formatting, graphics, and multimedia.
	Use of various text structure for informational writing:

- Cause/Effect

- Sequencing

- Whole to parts

- Definition

- Describing

- Compare and Contrast

- Classifying

- Connections

Make brochure with various text features

- Captions

- Headings

- Italicized words

- Words in bold

- Writing Puzzles - Sentences are cut apart and students put together using text features.
- Write a subtitle to preview the text.

- Write an opening paragraph - other students predict what it will be about.

- Newspaper writing

- Newspaper analysis to determine point of view
	- Thinking Maps

- Word Processing

- Microsoft for brochure making

- Prezi

- PowerPoint

- Podcasts

- Blogs
	

	W-2b

Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
	*I can develop the topic through use of relevant facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples.
	- Quotation hooks to add  credibility to information
	- Quotation website

- Web searches
	

	W-2c

Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
	*I can use appropriate transitions to clarify and create cohesion when I move from one idea to another.
	- Model with various transition words for same piece
	- Empowering Writers

- Write for the Future
	

	W-2d

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
	*I can utilize precise language to explain the topic.
	- Use of layman vocabulary changed to precise

- Pronoun diet/budget activity
	- Describing an ailment

- Grammar book/ conferencing / Peer editing / highlighting
	

	W-2e

Establish and maintain a formal style.
	*I can present my information in a formal style.

See W1-d.
	- RAFT

- PSAs

- Texting 

- Consumer complaint


	- Modeling


- Write for the Future
	

	W-2f

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	*I can provide a concluding paragraph/statement that supports the information presented.
	- Concluding paragraph to summarize findings
	- Restating in different word activity
	

	W-3a

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
a- Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
	*I can define narrative and describe the basic parts of plot.

*I can sequence events logically in a narrative.

*I can engage the reader by introducing the narrator and point of view.

*I can engage the reader by creating realistic characters and setting.


	- Point of view - book talks referencing point of view with justification

- Bag talks on behalf of a character from a student’s writing
- Writing addresses the 5 Ws

- Students write autobiography/memoir
	- Modeling

- Bag talk modeling
	- Rubric

- Peer Evaluation

	W-3b

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
	*I can use narrative techniques such as dialogue, pacing, and description to develop a storyline where one event logically leads to another.
	- Storyboard

- “Titanic” from anthology

- “Thank you, Ma’am” to model use of dialect/dialogue

- Oral traditions / fairy tales

- Cartooning

- Flow Map

- Valentine conversation heart “dialogue”

- Role play conversation between characters about which two students have written
	- Thinking Maps

- First person narratives

- Use of dialect/dialogue in students’ writings

- Students write their own.
	- Rubric

- Thinking Maps

	W-3c

Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
	*I can use transition words to convey sequencing.

*I can signal changes in time and place by using transition words, phrases, clauses, and verb clauses.

*I can signal changes in time and place by effectively using flashbacks.
	- Storyboard

- Flow Map of chronological order

- Multi-media components

- Power Point presentation of written story

- Prezi of narrative

- Develop cartons with make-your-own captions

- Setting - Write a known story and change the setting, main character, or problem.
	
	

	W-3d

Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
	*I can use descriptive words and phrases that appeal to the senses.

*I can use descriptive words to help the reader visualize the events.
	- Add adjectives and adverb game

- Just picture it Activity - - Share a written description with a partner who draws what is described.  

- Dead to the senses - 

  Sense words that are “dead” - looks pretty, feels good, tastes bad . . . 

- Gross out Imagery - appeal to a given sense to the extreme!

- Basketful of emotions activity

	
	

	W-3e

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
	*I can write a logical conclusion that reflects on the experiences and events and provides a sense of closure.
	- Endings - What would happen if?
- Pass around stories - One student writes the story and leaves off the ending for another student to write.

- Cliff hangers stories with a twist, home again stories
	
	

	W-4

Provide clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to tasks, purpose, and audience.
	*I can define my purpose for writing.

*I can determine my writing task.

*I can identify and produce writing (argument, informative, narrative) that best fits my task, purpose, and audience.
*I can use organizational formatting structures to develop my writing ideas.

*I can compose a clear and logical piece of writing that demonstrates my understanding of a specific writing style.
	- Thinking Maps

Pick a style, any style  - - 

   Here’s a situation  - - - what type of writing would you use to write about it?

- Analyze a number of writing prompts to determine the task, purpose, and audience of each.

- Compare/contrast essays of varying tasks, purposes, and audiences

- Circle Map language specific to various writing tasks, purposes, and audiences

- Color-code language specific to the task, purpose, and audience within a piece of writing. 

- Practice including this language in own pieces.

- Peer-edit checklist

- Self-reflection checklist

- Quick writes

- Journaling


	- Write for the Future

- 6+1 Traits writing

- WriteSource

- Holt McDougal writing handbook pg R28-R47
	- Thinking Maps
- Student work samples

	W-5

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
	*I can use prewriting strategies to formulate ideas.

*I can recognize that a well-developed piece of writing requires more than one draft.

*I can apply revision strategies (reading aloud, checking for misunderstandings, adding and deleting details) with the help of others.

*I can edit my writing by checking for errors in capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and spelling.

*I can analyze my writing to determine if my purpose and audience have been fully addressed and revise when necessary.

*I can prepare multiple drafts using revisions and edits to develop and strengthen my writing.
	- Thinking Maps for planning with ways to take it off the map

- Notetaking and organization before writing

- Multi-drafts

- Use of peer editing

- Use of coaching by parents/adults in building


	- Write for the Future
	

	W-6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
	*I can identify technology that will help me compose, edit, and publish my writing.

*I can choose credible websites that will help me compose, edit, and publish my writing.

*I can create hyperlinks to sources and use technology to cite sources.

*I can collaborate with peers, teachers, and other experts through technology to enhance my writing.
	- Word processing lessons using various editing prompts and tools
- PowerPoint

- Publisher

- NoodleBib

- Determining when to use blog vs. podcast

- Use of online dictionary, thesaurus, and grammar checks

- Use of software for developing pamphlets

- Use of publishing software to develop news stories

- What do you think? - Google Doc revising.
	
	

	W-7

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
	*I can distinguish how research differs from other types of writing.

*I can focus my research around a central question.

*I can choose several sources and gather information to answer my research question.

*I can analyze the information found in my sources and determine if it provides enough support to answer my question.

*I can create additional focused questions that relate to my original topic to further investigate my research.
	- Model different writing 

- Note cards with no sentences

(Paraphrasing)

- Note Card “Sort” into possible paragraphs

- “What’s the source activity”

- Note Card Sort “Does Not Fit” Section

- Write questions on the back of note cards to extend thinking on topic

- Brainstorm using a Circle Map to assess prior knowledge 

- Use a Tree Map to gather information from different sources

- Use historical fiction such as The Wednesday Wars and research and compare non-fiction about Robert Kennedy and Vietnam War and many other historical allusions.

- House of the Scorpion short research on cloning
- All about regional interdisciplinary research on ecology, etc. making graphs and brochures  

- Use companion pieces for fiction to encourage further inquiry

	Write for the Future – Writing to Inform section

House of the Scorpion

The Wednesday Wars

The Breadwinner

The Pearl

Ender’s Game

“Dark they were, and Golden-Eyed” by Ray Bradbury


	- Exit Tickets

- Research questions

- Self-assessment: What do I know? What do I need to know?  Where do I find out?

- KWL

- Big 6

- Peer/Self Checklists

- Students use rubrics as they go.

	W-8

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of other while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
	*I can determine the credibility and accuracy of a source by reviewing who wrote it, when it was written, and why it was written.

*I can use search terms effectively to gather information needed to support my research.

*I can determine when my research data or facts must be quoted in my writing.

*I can define and avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing and /or summarizing my research findings.

*I can follow a standard format for citation to create a bibliography for sources that I paraphrase or quote in my writing.
	- Internet site credibility activity

- Primary Resources vs. Secondary resources

- Topic Game: Topic: now search

- Use note cards for search

- Copyright Activity

- “To Quote or Not to Quote...”

- Revisit paraphrasing skills from note cards

- NoodleBib

- Is it a search engine or a web site?

- Why can’t I cut and paste?

- BIG6 strategies – Information Seeking Strategies (BIG6 Basics Blackline Masters)
- Compare historical accounts and distinguish the facts that remain consistent from those that don’t.
- Practice citing sources using SSR books

- Practice works cited page from copied title page and publisher information
- Trash to Treasure: fold paper into squares to help with paraphrasing

- Connie Prevatte research organizer

- Limit space for recording information so students must paraphrase
- Plagiarism webquests

- Boolean search terms: and, or, not practice
	www

HYPERLINK "http://www.noodletools.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.noodletools.com"noodletools

HYPERLINK "http://www.noodletools.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.noodletools.com"com
www

HYPERLINK "http://www.big6.com".

HYPERLINK "http://www.big6.com"BIG

HYPERLINK "http://www.big6.com"6.

HYPERLINK "http://www.big6.com"com
- BIG6 strategies – Information Seeking Strategies (BIG6 Basics Blackline Masters)

- Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators

- Bibme.org

- Purdue OWL site for resources on MLA style book

- Library, Labs
	- Rubrics

- Student Self-Evaluation Rubrics

- Peer-edit checklist

- Writing conferences

- Works Cited flashcards/ticket out the door

	W-9a and b

Draw evidence from literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	*I can determine textual evidence that supports my analysis, reflection, and/or research.

*I can compose written responses and include textual evidence to strengthen my analysis, reflection, and / or research.

*I can make text-self and text-text connections.
	- “Prove It!” “So What?”

“Where did you find that?”

- Double Bubble Maps to compare and contrast characters, settings, historical accounts, etc.

- Author style analysis

- Quick writes, journals, reflections

- It says...I say...and so... inference statements
- Quote sort to support style, mood, bias, etc.


	- Textbook

- Nonfiction Articles

- Thinking Maps

- Holt McDougal Research Section pp 1007-1009


	- Thinking Maps
- Quick Writes

	W-10

Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	*I can recognize that different writing tasks require varied time frames to complete.

*I can determine a writing format or style to fit my task, purpose, and audience.

*I can write for a variety of reasons.
	- Portfolio

- RAFT

- Contests

- Journals

- Write a letter to a character in a fictional story.
- Essays

- Research Papers

- Perspective Writing: as a character, taking sides, various audiences
	- Literacy Coach

On Line
	- Exit tickets 

- Take Home Reading Logs

- Student writing portfolio

- Writing conferences

- Peer/Self-checklists


